Saturday, March 4, 2023 & Sunday, March 5, 2023

Simple Questions

Confession and Forgiveness

P: We gather in the name of our baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.

P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor. Merciful God,

A: you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and
turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have
mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

P: Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. AlImighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

A: Amen.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

A: And also with you.

Gathering Song
“This Is the Spirit's Entry Now” (ELW 448)

This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol - 'wers of his way.
that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.
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Kyrie
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity

of all, let us pray to the Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the

Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

A: Amen.

Hymn of Praise

“Glory to God” (Setting 4, ELW pgs. 148-149)
P: Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.
A: Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life
to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen.
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First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing.

| will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went
with him.

The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Psalm 121

L: | lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

A: My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.

L: The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
A: Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

L: the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;

A: the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

L: The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

A: The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth
forevermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For
what does the scripture say?

“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works,
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is
no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”)—

in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

“Return to the Lord, your God” (Setting 4, ELW pg. 151)
Return to the Lord, your God,

For he is gracious and merciful,

Slow to anger,
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And abounding in steadfast love.

Gospel: John 3:1-17
P: The holy gospel according to John.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, | tell you, we speak
of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If |
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord,
A: Praise to you, O Christ!
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Hymn of the Day
“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” (ELW 451)

We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end -ing. . . . . A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Holy Baptism of Elizabeth Gwynevere Wingard

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
children baptized into Christ?

A:ldo.

P: As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities: to live with them among God's faithful people, bring them to the word

of God and the holy supper, teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer,
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so that your children may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for
others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you promise to help your
children grow in the Christian faith and life? A: | do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church? A: | do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for them in their new life in Christ? A: We
do.

Profession of Faith

P: Parents and sponsors, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? A: | renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? A: | renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? A: | renounce them.

P: Parents, sponsors, and congregation, do you believe in God the Father?

A: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

A: | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

A: | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font

P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters
at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all
living things. Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished

them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised
land. By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ
has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away
sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons,
no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ
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Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
A: Amen.

Baptism
P: Elizabeth Gwynevere Wingard, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.

A: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain
name with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever. A: Amen.

P: Elizabeth Gwynevere Wingard, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.

A: Amen.

Welcome

P: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

A: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Prayers Of Intercession

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
L: O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay
theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of teaching,
that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the work
of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for the
natural world. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. Strengthen
organizations that promote peace and harmony (especially). Direct their work to alleviate
human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, or
addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to
you in their distress. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.
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L: O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their joy,
wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all for faithful
discipleship. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, so
inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Merciful
God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.
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Offertory Song
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

(ELW 712, verses 1 & 3)

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,

mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in  free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Offertory Prayer

P: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared
your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care
for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. A: Amen.

The Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Setting 4, ELW pg. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we
praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. When the earth was a formless void, you formed
order and beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child;

P: When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David
fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the
people your life. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

P: He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite
love, he granted the people your life. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

P: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. A: Amen.

P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.
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A: Amen.

P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.

A: Amen.

P: O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are Bread: feed us with
yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. O God, you are Fire:
transform us with hope. O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and
our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in
you, now and forever. A: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.

“Lamb of God”

(Setting 4, ELW pg. 154)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Music
“God So Loved” By We The Kingdom

Music
“Lift High the Cross” (ELW 660)
as interpreted by Dan Gresh

Prayer After Communion

P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. A: Amen.

Blessing
P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of

the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and

give you *F peace. A: Amen.
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Sending
“How Firm a Foundation”

(ELW 796)
How Firm a Foundation
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your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American
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Dismissal
P: With faith renewed, hope restored, and loved revived, we go,
A: to invite every generation on a shared journey to Christian growth.
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