
 
 

 



A Service of Lessons and Carols 

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 29, 2024 

The Liturgy of Lessons and Carols is typically celebrated near Christmas and is the 

story of the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus told in seven (sometimes 

nine) lessons from the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing 

of Christmas carols. For us, we sing those carols that we didn’t sing during Advent or 

on Christmas Eve. 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Preservice Music 

Welcome 

Prelude 

Call to Worship – The First Lesson  (based on Isaiah 2:2-5) 

In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  

and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war anymore. 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament_messianic_prophecies_quoted_in_the_New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carol


Gathering Song:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”        No. 288 

 
 

Opening Litany 
Remember the journey God has taken with God’s people, 

Let us listen again to the story of Christmas. 

With readings and carols we travel towards Bethlehem, 

Let us worship God, who came and dwelt among us. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

Carol   “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”       Verses 1,4  No. 282 

 
  



The Second Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal 

line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect 

justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.  
   1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 

  He shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
  6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 

shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 



Carol  “Lo, How a Rose is Blooming”        Verses 1,2   No. 272 

 
 

The Third Lesson:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous 

procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which 

health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to 

save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 



 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 



Carol  (Tune: “Lo, How a Rose is Blooming”)         No. 272 

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 

dispels with glorious splendor 

the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

from sin and death he saves us 

and lightens ev'ry load. 

 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, king of glory, 

who dost our weakness know: 

bring us at length, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven 

and into endless day. 

The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future 

shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. 

(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and 

bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

  3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

  



Carol   “Once in David’s Royal City”        Verses 1,2  No. 269 

 

 

The Fifth Lesson:  Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the 

divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name 

Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit.  
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 



 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations 

with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

Carol  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                ELW No. 276 

 

 

  



The Sixth Lesson:  Luke 2:22-40 

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to 

Judaism. His family is devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is 

recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph 

and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written 

in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 

Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 

into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined 

for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  



Carol  “Let Our Gladness Have No End”       Verses 1,4  No. 291 

 

 

  



The Seventh Lesson - An Affirmation of Faith  (based on John 1:1-14) 

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life,  

and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overtake it. 

There was a man sent from God  

whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light,  

so that all might believe through him. 

He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light,  

which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

He was in the world,  

and the world came into being through him, 

yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own,  

and his own people did not accept him.  

But to all who received him,  

who believed in his name,  

he gave power to become children of God,  

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh,  

but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, 

full of grace and truth.  

Amen. 

  



Carol  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”        Verses 2,5    No. 295 

 



Responsive Prayer 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. 

You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

Send your gift of peace to all the nations of the world. 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You shared our humanity. 

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

Blessed are you, Son of God. 

You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament 

that we may bear your light to all the world. Amen. 

Carol  “In the Bleak Midwinter”             (Verses 1, 3)   No. 294 

 



Blessing 
On our way home, may we go knowing that 

from generation to generation, we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, we have never been alone. 

The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person I have called you to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and know I am with you always.” Amen. 

Carol  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”             No. 296  

 

Dismissal 
Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 


