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Introducing the Readings 

 Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as 

God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God 

when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens 

open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread 

and wine. 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Preservice Music 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness (We stand.) 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves, 

We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you 



with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways,  

to the glove of your holy name.   

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  

and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister 

of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn  “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”         No.445 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kyrie 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise 

 



 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him 

as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your 

service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 



Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They 

need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name 

now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and 

God loves them. 

 1 But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the LORD your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Psalm: Psalm 29 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

 1 Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7 The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11 O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17 

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 

recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. 

Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that 

they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of 

them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and 

John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation (We stand.) 

 

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist 

insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And 

whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus 

is God’s beloved Son. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: Bishop Barbara Collins 

Hymn of the Day (We stand.) “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”      No.304 

 

 



Apostle’s Creed 

Together with the whole church,  

we confess the faith into which we were baptized. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the 

baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in 

Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas 

and oceans (local bodies of water may be named). Heeding your voice, lead us to care for 

water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal 

and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to 

serve all in need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, 

or recovering from surgery (especially). Accompany individuals and families affected by 

addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 



You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work 

on behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of 

neighbors near and far. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, 

join us with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 

revealed among the people. 

Amen. 

Children’s Sermon (Sunday) 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Presentation of Gifts  “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”           No.182  

Offering Prayer(We stand.) 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, 

in feeding the world with your love, through 

the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving               
The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 



through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 

Our Lord’s Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 Thanks be to God. 

Lamb of God               

 

Holy Communion 

This is the Lord’s Supper – Christ’s invitation is all you need 

so come on bended knee. 



Special Music  “Face of God” Performed by Phil Wickham  

Prayer after Communion (We stand.) 
We give you thanks, almighty God,  

that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. 

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”               No. 543 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

+ + + 
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Readers/Communion Assistants 

Jan 11 Cindy Solarczyk 

Jan 12 Jamie McMullen 

Jan 18 Tim & Kerri Moyer 

Jan 19 Carter & Laura Bower 

Jan 25 **HELP WANTED** 

Jan 26 Ray Leverknight 

 

Ushers 

Jan 11 Joan & Janis 

Jan 12 Mary Ann Mapes & Bill                                              

Eschrich 

Jan 18 Linda Barnhart & Pat Bittner 

Jan 19 **HELP WANTED** 

Jan 25 Joan & Janis 

Jan 26 **HELP WANTED**



Calendar of Events 

Jan 11 6:45pm Acolyte & Crucifer Training 

Jan 12 8:00am Acolyte & Crucifer Training 

Jan 14 4:00pm Worship & Music Meeting 

Jan 15 6:00pm The Chosen Bible Study 

Jan 16 6:30pm Social Ministry Meeting 

Jan 21 6:30pm Church Council Meeting 

Jan 22 6:00pm The Chosen Bible Study 

Jan 25 6:45pm Worship Assistant Training 

Jan 26 8:00am Worship Assistant Training 

Jan 26 10:00am Annual Congregational Meeting 

Jan 29 6:00pm The Chosen Bible Study 

Jan TBA Stewardship & Finance Meeting 

 
Mt. Calvary will once again be volunteering at the Family Kitchen on Sunday, January 12th 

from 11:00am to 1:00pm. It will be take-out only. Responsibilities include packing and 

bagging food containers, washing dishes, and mopping/sweeping floors. This is a great 

opportunity to start the new year by helping those in need! If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact Mike Kozak at 244-6880. 

 
The Chosen Bible Study Series is here at Mount Calvary! Episodes from seasons 1 thru 4 

are showing every Wednesdays, starting at 6:00pm. This event is being hosted by our friend 

Pastor David Bowman. Everyone is invited and there is no sign up needed. You can jump in 

and jump out at anytime you like or even call us to see what season/episode we are currently 

on. We watch episodes of the show and then having a brief topic discussion afterwards. 

Simply show up, bring a friend, and show your support! 

 

The Giving Tree for January and February will be used to help the Clothing Closet and 

the Community Dinner, which are both held at Franklin Street Church. Every Tuesday, the 

Clothing Closet offers those in need in our community free coats, clothing, shoes, etc. They 

run strictly on donations. Every Thursday, the Community Dinner is available free of charge 

to anyone who would like a meal or fellowship. Each week, this meal is sponsored by different 

churches or organizations in the area. Items that are in great need are:  

Underwear and socks. All sizes for men, women or children. Dark colors are the best.  

Men’s pants, sweatpants, jackets, or hoodies. They do not need to be new. Personal Hygiene 

items. Shampoo, body wash, or deodorant. Monetary donations. Will be used to sponsor a 

Thursday evening meal. 


